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KORETZ BILL BANNING .50 CALIBER BMG SNIPER RIFLES 
BECOMES LAW 

Assemblymember Decries Expiration of Federal Assault Weapons Ban  
 
Sacramento --California became the first state in the nation to ban .50 caliber BMG sniper rifles when 
Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law Monday Assembly Bill 50, authored by Assemblyman 
Paul Koretz (D-West Hollywood). 
 
"California has always been a leader when it comes to the enactment of sensible gun legislation, 
especially when it comes to weapons of mass destruction," said Assemblyman Koretz.  "Ironically, 
the enactment of this landmark legislation occurred on the same day that the Assault Weapons Ban 
expired at the federal leve l. 
 
"I am extremely troubled that President Bush wimped out and failed to rally Republican 
congressional members to extend one of the nation's most important public safety laws,” said Koretz.  
“Like the .50 caliber BMG rifle, the assault weapons covered by this federal ban are not sporting 
guns. They are designed for one purpose -- to inflict the maximum amount of damage on the 
maximum number of people at close range.  These killing machines serve no useful purpose and have 
no business in civilian hands. 
 
"Thankfully, even though Congress has gone backwards, Californians are still protected by the 
strongest and most effective ban on assault weapons in the nation, which will now be even stronger 
under AB 50," said Koretz. 
 
The .50 caliber BMG rifle is among the most destructive weapons legally available in the United 
States but is less regulated than a common handgun. Current law classifies .50 BMG guns as "rifles" 
subject to the least government regulation for any firearm. Under AB 50, it will now be unlawful to 
manufacture, sell, distribute, import, or possess a .50 BMG rifle within the State of California without 
a permit after January 1, 2005.  Any person who owns a .50 BMG prior to enactment of this bill 
would be allowed to keep the weapon if they register it by April 30, 2006. 
 
Deadly accurate at up to a mile and effective at more than four miles, the .50 caliber BMG rifle was 
used in the Gulf War to take out armored personnel vehicles.  It is one of the U.S. military's highest- 
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powered sniper rifles, capable of ripping through armored limousines and military personnel carriers  
at a distance of 2000 yards, the length of 20 football fields.  Many experts fear it could be used to 
explode or damage targets such as passenger aircraft, chemical plants, and nuclear facilities at 
distances far outside their secure perimeters. 
 
"We can no longer be complacent about the easy availability of a weapon that could be used to cause 
massive carnage at civilian targets and other key infrastructure points in our country,” noted Koretz. 
"In a world where passenger aircraft are terrorists weapons, I can’t imagine why civilians should be 
permitted to own a long-range, armor piercing military rifle simply because they are 18 and possess a 
valid drivers license," he concluded. 
 
The measure had support from law enforcement, community organizations, local government, gun 
violence prevention advocates and firearm experts, who have all testified to the potential dangers of 
allowing civilians unregulated access to the .50 BMG rifle. 
 
Five other states -- Connecticut, Illinois, Massachusetts, New York and Virginia -- have attempted to 
pass legislation to regulate the .50 BMG rifle. 
 
Assemblyman Koretz is Chair of the Assembly Select Committee on Gun Violence, which originally 
held a hearing on the potential dangers of the .50 BMG rifle in February of 2002. 
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